MRS. CATHARINE STRATTON LADD.(MRS. GEORGE WILLIALMSON LIVERMORE LADD.)‘
(T;ken mostlv from the Dintionarv of American Biograohy.Written by.her.)
Mrs. Catharine Stratton Ledd, Mrs. George Williamson Livermore Ladd,
school.mist;ess7 writer of fugitive prose. verse, and artist, was born
in Richmond, Vireinia, Ostober If. I808; died in Fairfield Crunty, So-

uth Cnro]ina)Januérv 30; IRGQ, Her father) James Stratton, arrived

in Richmond from Ireland I806 and a 7ear later after this date married M=rt

ha Ann Collins .Six months after Catharine Ladd was born he fell from &

"VO8Se]1 off the coast and drowned.

Mrs.Catharine...ladd was educated in the schools of Richmond and was
said to have been a plavmaﬁe of Edgar Allen Poe.One of the most treasured
recollections qf Righmond was her meetineg Lafayette at a oublic recep-
tion there in‘1824wc In IR28 she married George Williamson Livermore
Ladd, who was born in Plymouth, New Hampshirej and who had been a sea-
man for ten years before; but who was then in the South as a portrait

Painter having studied under the famous B.F.B.Morse of Boston.

Accompanied by his mother, she went to Charleston. Sohth Carolina,
where'they arrived in time to witness the 5ubilee of the election of
Andrew Jackson. From Charleston they went to Angusta, Géorgia . Hére
they remained until burned out by the great fire of 1829.Théy then re-

turned to Snuth Carolina but later remo&ed to M=con. Georgis, where

for. three years Mra, Ladd was ?rincinal of . Vineville Aecademy. Next she
opgratéd A school for girls in Yo¥K , South Cevrolina. In IB39 she Jearn-
ed there was a laree brick buildine on the main street of Winnsboro

that would.be ideal for an academy. Brevious to thia time she had had =s
pupils for several years the da@eghterSof the Honorable Osmond Wondward.

of Winnshoro. Mr. Wondward through his interest in gattine her school in .
the town had the Ladd pﬁssesaions moved by his teams to the laree building,

and on January I. I8AN the Winnsboro Famale Institute was nvened in stvle,
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In I850 it was said there wera I00 Younz ladies as pupils. some from as eres
a distance as Charlestnn. along with nine excellent teachers: and Mre. L2dd

remained pvinnipal until the schonl was clnsed hv the Civil War.,

Mre. Ladd took a keen interest in Public affairs. and it.is said she
published as early as I83IARTICLES ON THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF MANUFACTURING
IN SOUTH CAROLINA4.It is also said she snbmitted a designh for the Confeder-
ate flag. As permanent ' presidenf of the Ledies'Relief Asgeciagtion of Fa-
irfield she did much for the sick and wounded Ccnnfederate soldiers. Her
|0ny Albert W=shinston andﬁ)Was wounded at the Bettle of Seven Pines: her
hushand died on Jnly IA. I8AL . And she lost evervthing in 1865 when
Sheyman*e trooons burned her home which with w@ooden dining-hall sat South
of ﬁhe brick school buildine, After this she resided for sometime in the
dwelline immediatelv north of the three-story school building.

In I870 she reopened a boarding and dav school takinz male and female
nuniTH} and this 12at school was in the western Part of the county in the
Feasterville communitv.Here she gave instruction in musicjpainting and
- dancing.Probahly because of hef failing eye-sieht she retired in 1880
and went to live at historie Buena Vistaplantation nearbyin her 9Ist. year.

And although she had been a member of the Episconal Church she was

buried in Salem Presbvterian Churchyard.

Her husband died in 1864.9Hd is interred in a church cemeterv in

Winnshoro.
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Mra. Ladd's poems are characterized by strong relisious fee&ing and
love of nature. Her nccasional letters of reminiscence and her later po;

ems which gppeared in the Winnshoro Press are s%gned nMrs, C.,Ladd". put

-her .earlier ?en names are said to have been "Minnie Marflower", "Arturus"®

and "Elifa", Twn poems of little merit were siened bv her Pseudnnym, "hin—~
Trna" =nd "Etida" appeared in the second volume of the Sodthern Liferary
Messenaer; Her srticles on art and education as tales. e858ys, nlavs and
news, letters were well received .

Todav the two well-preserved printed prosrams of Gilbert and Sullivan
overettas and a finelv executed piece of crochet in I00size thread, and Sev-
eraloil landscapes are treasured bv Mwa, Ladd's descendents of Winnsboro,
The plavs given bv pupils of-the Ladd school were presented in the Thes- |
pian Hall on Eaet W-=hineton Street.It has been told the hall was built
especially for the dramas given bv Nrs. L~dd; and in the hell until very
recent years still intact stood the scenic back-drons of the stage painted
by her. Thig theatre was the second oldest activec ohe in the state ,sec-
ond to Dock Street Theatre in Charleston.

Among  the fine oil ?ortraits executed bv Dr. Geprﬁe Williamson
Livermore Ladd in the possession of Fairfield Countv folk are those of
the Honorable Osmond Wondward and Nvtd4s Wondward in the home of Mi<s Alice
A.B.Walker and two of the éncestors of the Miases Julia and M=rv Faucette

in the Feasterville communitv of the countv.

See helow copv of records in books of the office of Probate Jndee
of Fairfield Chuﬁtv. S,C,,in Winnsboro.The ownemrshiv of the Ladd school

Pronertv is shown here.

1829 deed from Rirhard Csthcart Lot #53 nn Crngress Street, Winansboro.
S.C. Cnnsideration . $200,00 t o Jnhn M~ Master.

Mavech 29, I852 deed from Jnrhn M~ Master Lot #53 and house on Cnneress
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Street. Winnshoro. S.C.Consideration $3 «000.00 to Georee W.Lndd.

<D9gfl“ I862 Georee W.Ladd deed lot #53 Dlugother lots with house on C oneress
JStrpet 3 wWinnsboroy S5.C. Cn nsideration $6,000,00 to Philip Porcher (Trus-
tee for Msttic Emteston, wife of Georee Egleston of Chgr1eston.)

bLUV7}7)I87L deed from Maria Pnrcher of 16t8 on Goneress Sfreetﬁ Winnsboro. S.C.

with residence ,Consideration V3000 OO to Priscilla Kﬂfchln.
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